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Child Abuse and Neglect Fact Sheet

The general term used to describe all forms of child abuse and neglect is 

“Child Maltreatment”
Physical Abuse is non-accidental physical injury of a child inflicted by a parent or caretaker which ranges from superficial bruises and welts, to broken bones, unexplained burns, serious internal injuries and in some cases death. 

Physical Abuse occurs when a child’s body is injured as a result of hitting, kicking, shaking, burning or other show of force (www.cdc.gov).

Sexual Abuse is when a parent, caretaker, or another adult commits a sexual offense against a child or allows a sexual offense to be committed, such as rape, sodomy, engaging a child in sexual activity, engaging a child in/or promoting a child’s sexual performance. Sexual abuse can also be committed when one minor exerts power over another minor to engage in sexual activity. 

Sexual Abuse involves engaging a child in sexual acts. It includes fondling, rape, and exposing a child to other sexual activities (www.cdc.gov/injury). 

Emotional Abuse includes parents’ or caretakers’ acts or omissions that cause or could cause serious conduct, cognitive, affective or other mental disorders. Examples include torture, close confinement or the constant use of verbally abusive language to harshly criticize a child. It also includes emotional neglect which includes: withholding physical and emotional contact to the detriment of the child’s normal emotional development, and in extreme cases, the child’s physical development.

Emotional Abuse refers to behaviors that harm a child’s self-worth or emotional well-being. Examples include name calling, shaming, rejection, withholding love, and threatening (www.cdc.gov/injury). 

Child Neglect/Physical Neglect is withholding, or failing to provide, adequate food, shelter, clothing, hygiene, medical care, education and/or appropriate supervision, such that the child’s physical, mental or emotional condition is impaired or at imminent risk of being impaired.

Neglect is the failure to meet a child’s basic needs. These needs include housing, food, clothing, education and access to medical care (www.cdc.gov/injury). 
For additional information, please visit: 
http://olav.usi.louisville.edu/ccc/docs/s10.pdf 
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/publications/parents/downloads/recognizing_abuse.pdf
